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Preface

The Brenta Dolomites have deserved a new description for years, one which would be more
suited to the developments in the range’s popularity, whilst preserving their place in the context
of mountaineering history.

The pressure of drastic social changes and their effects on climbing as a sport make it difficult
to outline a non-banal and modern setting whilst fulfilling an appropriate editorial role. To
achieve this, the authors have invested time, thought, experience of alpine culture and in par-
ticular a profound knowledge of this vast and impressive group of Dolomites.

Any guidebook of this kind not only represents a technical guide, but also a cultural one, a mir-
ror of the times and personalities of the authors. To those who are not familiar with this kind
of publishing, it is difficult to imagine the amount of work required both on the mountain and
at the desk.

When Gino Buscaini continued Ettore Castiglioni’s legacy whilst rewriting the 1949 guidebook,
he attempted to update the guidebook without changing its mountaineering setting, without
betraying the author’s legacy, whilst improving the guidebook for the user. Gino admired Cas-
tighoni’s simplicity, his technical precision, his personal knowledge of the routes. On top of
this, he felt a sense of responsibility towards the accuracy of updates and grading, not just for
precision’s sake but also for the safety of climbers using the guide.

In retrospect, his satisfaction in appreciating the work was somewhat deluded: Gino believed
that an updated, exhaustive and complete guidebook would make climbers want to climb
routes other than those which are always more popular. This was not the case and | hope that
now, the new volumes can achieve Gino’s wish, allowing for a wider knowledge of the Brenta
Dolomites whilst not over-crowding the most famous routes.

The changes in mountaineering and climbing have demanded a huge restructuring of the
classic publications in this genre, something which Gino hoped for the Collana Guida dei Monti
d'ltalia for years. | think that Gino would have wanted to be able to hand over to authors such
as yourselves and | am sure that he would have recognised the quality of the work and appreci-
ated your endeavours. I'd like to conclude these few words in his name and memory, and with
my own personal wish that your volumes will spark dreams of informed and happy climbing
in generations to come.

Silvia Metzeltin
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Ambiez: Inexhaustible supply of emotions

Everyone has a favourite place, a secret spot. a special face, a safe reference point where is
enough just to imagine achieving some of our vertical dreams.

Many of these worlds we imagine from afar; some people have only the memories, others just
the fantasy; very few, the most fortunate, have this object of desire right outside their front door.
If, then, this land of infinite dreams, is one of the valleys with a myriad of faces of sensational
rock, blessed with one of the most solid, homogenous, clean, featured, enjoyable and enviable
limestone in the Dolomites, then | believe the choice is rather obvious.

I have always regarded myself as very fortunate to live in a valley which even today has re-
mained on the edge of the flow of tourists, distant from mass tourism and in an intact environ-
ment even if, to my mind, we need to work harder to regain old values, to preserve our alpine
traditions and reconstruct the stories of the ancient harmony between man and mountain,
which, sadly, is forever becoming marred.

Looking up, it would seem that the crown of peaks and faces which surround the amphitheatre
of the Val d’Ambiez had been created just for that reason, to protect the unique beauty within,
preserving it not only on a naturalistic and environmental point of view, but also defending it
from too much exposure and keeping it safe from too many visitors.

Maybe taking the lead from this valley’s reservation, the beautiful and better known Cima
d’Ambiez also seems to prefer to stay off the climber’s destination list.

Whilst other famous faces in the Dolomites and within the Brenta group are instantly recog-
nised and have been made famous by the passage of mountaineering thanks to their central
location and ease of access, the Cima d’Ambiez remains apart, belonging to her own reserved
and quiet corner, in the company of other towers, content in the knowledge that she is rec-
ognised as the perfect rock face, the queen of relaxing climbing and guarantee of vertical
elegance and enjoyable.

Maybe it was the innate call of my roots or the natural attraction to the places which oversaw
my birth and to which | continue to trust my existence, or more likely the singular nature of the
valley and the unique walls which surround it but the fatal attraction remains apparent, which
has transformed over the years into a burning passion, encouraging me to get to know the
most hidden and rarely visited corners and consequently searching for the new and unknown
on the rocks faces of distinctive rock.

And the valley still has lots of rare gems, little or unknown, on which it is possible to develop our
evolution and research, you just have to explore the less visited faces.

There Is a profound connection between man and his mountain, which can create those subtle
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signs of preference. | can easily remember that | was always drawn to the absolute vertical
nature of the walls of the Val d’Ambiez, but without ever being too obsessed by them: of de-
ciding to try this type of clean and elegant climbing, but never becoming dependant on it; to
experience the aesthetic fascination with the rock and the freedom of its surroundings, whilst
forever keeping the mind free from fixation.

A true passion first must be chosen, then can be taken deep into your free spirit, in harmony
with yourself and others: all this whilst trying not to become a slave to it, or a sterile fanatic of
your own passion.

Every time | find myself going over these old historic climbs, | enjoy the privilege of putting
a foot back in time and | often find myself imagining what went through the heads of our
predecessors as they conceived and climbed these walls with the limited gear and material
they had access to.

Climbing these routes signifies reliving intense moments, fragments of history, and thinking of
the elegance and simplicity of the mountaineering of days gone by. Mountaineering with a
capital “M”, made of determination, passion and sacrifice.

Cima d’Ambiez and the towers which surround it Cima Tose, le punte dell'ldeale, Steck and
Castei, the walls of Pratofiorito, Tose, Cima Susat and d’Agola, the Cede range and the spires
around it the huge Cima Ghez and other lesser known faces represent only a fraction of
mountaineering history, yet these rare and sought-after pieces make up and complete the
great jigsaw of the mountain.

How great and unique it would be to hear the thoughts and feelings that Marino Stenico,
Pino Fox, Marino Armani, Ettore Castiglion;, Armando Aste, Claude Barbier, Heinz Steinkétter,
Dietrich Hasse, Lotar Brandler must have felt in their own words, to mention but a few of the
first visitors to these faces who left their mark both on the rock and in history.

And how, inspired by these thousands of fragments of memory, | myself still feel the son of
great dreams and fantasies, emotions which | tried and still try to realise in these idealised and
imagined lines which wend their way up high.

Already from my first approach along these folds of perfect rock, I felt immediately drawn in by
the continual search for lines and in finding myself free in my movements and fantasies, and
as the years have gone by this link with the vertical world remains unchanged, in fact, every
pretext to go and experience this limestone is irresistible.

After my first adventurous and at times reckless experiences of climbing the unique wall of the
Ambiez, the spires surrounding it, and, remaining in the valley, the dozens of other faces where
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Iwas able to complete the first repeats of many routes, receiving invaluable lessons in style and
little gems of knowledge which were necessary for maturing as a mountaineer, the fascination
for the new and known overcome the curious side of my dreams.
My only concern?

Talking about them, writing them down, letting people know about them, because the satisfac-
tion of climbing alone just to do it, to feel in physical and perfect balance with your own mind is
always so great..or maybe also because of the strange pangs of embarrassment in admitting
to have once again been drawn to the madness, bewitched by this excessive - if super calcu-
lated - risk, which remains so subject to the unexpected.

Witnesses?

Not important. But certainly the rock, the sun, the wind, the sky, the mist, sometimes even the
snow, very occasionally a slightly intimidated climbing partner or, more often, the binoculars
of a friend, but above all Ignazio and Roberto, the managers of Rifugio Agostini, who, when
| returned to say hello maybe on the “late side of things”, accompanied me with the solemn
feeling that the real madmen are those who “stay outside” in freedom and not those shut in
the asylum.

I realise that the result of a passionate and methodical search for the so-called sense of closing
in on a climb, particularly on such a beautiful face as the Ambiez could appear exaggerated
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to some people. Nevertheless | still love to trace possible lines, if only to demonstrate the fact
that, if you don't put limits on your imagination, much is still possible, however this is on the
condition that you don’t tamper with the masterpieces already in place, always aware that
the true value of a new ascent depends also on the originality of the previous routes and the
consideration of what others are doing.

And time, as we know, can be master of experience for motivated and sensitive souls, ready to
create emotions of knowledge and feelings of adventure.

Elio Orlandi




Roccia d'autore @ Brenta Dolomites 1

CONTENTS

* Preface

« Why Brenta, why Ambiez? ...
* Ambiez: Inexhaustible supply of emotlons
« Note from the authors

« Technical infarmation

* Bibliography
« Acknowledgements
« The Brenta Dolomites
* Nature
« Suggested bases

30

« Unforgettable journeys and footsteps of the past 32
35

« The geography of thought, ...
factory of research and creativity

« Alife in the Val d'Ambiez

« Sport climbing in Val d'Ambiez ...

« CIMON DI CRESOLE

001. Wally Route
* LE TOSE South Peak

002. Pisoni-Stenico ROUte ...
* LE TOSE North Peak

003. Lupo Solitario

004. Il Gatto e la Volpe

005. Achras

006. Uequivoco

007. Il paese dei balocchi ...

008. Mastro Geppetto va nelGlobo

009. Direct Route

010. Pilastro Sincero
« CIMA DI PRATOFIORITO South Shoulder

011. Analisillogica Route ...
« CIMA DI PRATOFIORITO

012. Via dell'Aurora

013. Aste Corner

014. Joshua
015. Spirito Libero
016. Viaggio nel vuoto

1

1

017. Via degli Amici
018. Variante Pierina
019. Via dell'lmbuto
 CIMA NORD DI PRATOFIORITO
020. Castiglioni-Leonardi Route ...
021. Esercizi di stile
« MENHIR DI PRATOFIORITO

48

50

52
54
56
58

.. 60

62
64
66

68

71
74
79
82
86
90
90
92

94
96

022. Impero del male 98

023. To marre 100

024. Numero magico 102
* PILASTRO FAFIFURNI

025. Fafifurni 104

026. Bonvecchio-Turri Project ... 104
* TORRE COLLINI

027. Fait-Pedrotti-Zamboni Route ..................... 106
* CIMA SUSAT

028. Sensazioni solitarie .........
029. Armani Route
030. Innocenti evasioni
031. Via Colonia (Kéliner Weg) .....
032. Il canto delle sirene ...

* DUE DENTI

033. Via dei Fiori 122
* CIMA D'AGOLA

034. Castiglioni-Leonardi Route .................. 124

035. L'erezione di Shiva ...
036. Maurizio Zagonel Route
037. Via delle Stelle
038. Pfleger-Schmitt Route ...
039. Direct Route
040. Route of the East Pillar ...
041. Haupt-Lompel Route ...
042. Castiglioni-Nicolini Route .
 CIMA BASSA D'AMBIEZ
043. Steinkotter-Hasse Route ...
044. Castiglioni-Pisoni Route ..
045. Francesca Route
« DENTI D’AMBIEZ South Buttress
046. Corner and South Aréte
047. Lelle Route
048. Nonno Vigilot
049. Freccia Nera

* TORRE D’AMBIEZ
050. Gasperini Medaia-Pisoni Route ............... 152
051. Armani-Gasperini Medaia Route ... 154
052. Anna Route 156
053. Armani Corner 159
054. Silvio Chini Route 162

* SECONDO DENTE D’AMBIEZ
055. Angelo Marolda Route ...
056. Mariella Route 164

Val d’Ambiez @ Contents

e CIMA D’AMBIEZ 166
057. Patacorta 172
058. Ci piaccion tutte quante ... 174
059. Via dell'lgnazio 176
060. Bollicine 178
061. Fox-Stenico ROULE ..o 180
062. Cent'anni 182
063. Aste-Salice ROULE ... 184
064. Vienna Route 186
065. Goduria 190
066. Linea Nera 192
067. Sogno Libero 196
068. Via della Soddisfazione ..... .. 200

069. Magico Alverman
070. Stenico-Girardi ROULE ..
071. Concordia Route
072. Il Regalo di Giac
073. Positive vibrazioni ..........
074. Sul filo della fantasia
075. Via degli Strapiombi .....
076. In punta di piedi
077. Perlage 230
078. Senso di vuoto
079. Barbier-Mase Route .....
080. Il sogno di Michael
081. San Marco Route
082. Via Angele
083. Via del Gran Camino Nord ... 250
084. Cavallo pazzo
085. Haupt-Lompel Route ...
086. North East Aréte
087. Castiglioni Corner ..
088. North North East Aréte

* CIMATOSA

089. Migotti Route 258
» CIMA TOSA South Pillar

090. Azzolari-Ranzi Route ..o 260
 CIMA TOSA South East Pillar

091. Alfonso Zanetti Route ... 262
* CIMA TOSA Gottstein Tower

092. Mario Bosetti Route ... 264

093. Armani Route 266
* CIMA TOSA Angolo delle Streghe

094. La Sorella 268

095. Specchio magico 270

* CIMA TOSA South East Subsidiary Summit

096. Rafy Route 272
CIMA TOSA Isabelle Pillar

097. Isabelle Route 274
PUNTA DELLIDEALE

098. Stenico Aréte 276
099. Armani-Pilati-Pisoni Route ..o 278
100. Direct Route 280
CAMPANILE STECK

101. Armani Route 282
102. Via 40° Anniversario Scuola Graffer .......... 282
103. Corn-Pisoni ROULE ... 284
104. Agnese Route 286
CASTEI MERIDIONALI Zanlucchi Tower

105. Maria Route 288

106. Un giorno d'estate 290

107. Corn-Pisoni Route ..... 292
108. Pedrotti-Fait Route ... .. 292
CASTEI MERIDIONALI

109. Via del Rifugio 294
110. Nora Route 298
111. Armani-Gasperini-Battistata Route ............. 302
CROZZET DEL RIFUGIO

112. Gasperini-Miori Route ..o 304
113. Anna Aréte 306
114. Stenghel-Canevari ROUte ... 306
115. Serenella Route 306
116. Michela Route 306
117. Gigi Giacomelli Route ... 306
118. Graziella Route 306
119. Via delle Mamme 306
120. Paolo Margonari Route ... 306
121. Graziana Route 306
122. Gigi Caresia Route ... e 306
CIMA CEDA OCCIDENTALE Maln Tower

123. Collini-Masé ROUte ... 312
124. Emozioni 314
125. Comper-Pisetta Route ... 318
126. Via VI° Senso 320
127. Castiglioni Route 324
CIMA CEDA OCCIDENTALE Subsidiary Summit
128. Dottor Ceda alla Fessura ... 326
CIMA CEDA OCCIDENTALE

129. North West Aréte ... 328
130. Armani Route 330
131. Friedrichsen Route ... ... 330
132. Fox Route 332

13




Roccia d'autore @ Brenta Dolomites 1

133. Lepropriobella 334
134. Dino Sottovia Route
135. Torrione Pedrotti Route

* CIMA CEDA OCCIDENTALE South Amphitheatre
136. Vecchio saggio 340
137. Armani Route 342
138. Patarotta 344

* CIMA CEDA OCCIDENTALE Sosat Tower
139. Via delle Magagne ... 346
140. Rosa Route 348
141. Fait-Zamboni ROULE .. 348
142. Viia dei Raponzoli 350
 CIMA CEDA ORIENTALE South Pillar
143. Davide Route 352

* CIMA CEDA ORIENTALE Ponteggia Pillar

144. Viia degli Angeli 354
* CIMA CEDA ORIENTALE Tower
145. Graffer Route 356

« CIMA CEDA ORIENTALE
146. Elena Route
147. Sinead Route
148. Agostini-Graffer Route .
149. Frishauf-Gerold Route ...

« PICCOLO DOS DI DALUN
150. Direct Route 362
151. Detassis-Giordani ROULE ... 366
* TORRIONE DALLAGO
152. Detassis Route 368
« DOS DI DALUN
153. Genau
154. Castiglioni-Detassis Route .
« DOS DI DALUN Pilastro Delle Racchette
155. Chicco RSSO ROULE o 376
* CIMA DI GHEZ
156. Marcella Route
157. Gruppo Roccia Varese 83 ...
158. Viva Diilfer
159. La vita che verra
160. Direct Route
161. Armani Corner
162. Linea d'Ombra
163. Steinkétter-Matthies Route ..
164. Aréte and West Ridge
* CIMA DI GHEZ Torrione Teresa
165. Scudo d'Argento 397




Roccia d'autore @ Brenta Dolomites 1

CIMA DI PRATOFIORITO 2908 m

Aste Corner

EAST FACE

FIRST ASCENT:

Armando Aste,

Fausto Susatti

(31 July- 1° August 1953)

FIRST SOLO ASCENT:
Andrea Taddei
(111 July 1976)

LENGTH: 350m
GRADE: VV+ VI A0 A1
STYLE: Trad

PROTECTION:
Good, large cams useful

ROCK: Excellent
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exit over shattered rocks

Impressive and  challenging
route even if not particularly
long, one of Armando Aste’s
frue masterpieces. The route
reaches and overcomes the reg-
ular and vertical corner which
carves through the upper sec-
tion of the east face. The climb-
ing is continually sustained,
predominantly freed with a few
aided sections. Medium and
large cams are advised.

APPROACH

From Rifugio Agostini head
towards the chapel. A path
branches off right and ascends
over grass towards the base of
the face. The start of the route
is on the obvious leftwards
ramp at the base of the face
(0.30h).

ROUTE

P1. Climb the base rocks via
a leftwards-trending diagonal
ramp (35m, I, 11, belay with
2 pegs).

P2. Follow the ramp until its
end, level with a small saddle
(40m, Il 111, belay on 2 pegs).
P3. Climb obliquely right over
ledges and small walls to reach
a pulpit (40m, 1V, IV+, 2 pegs,
belay on 2 pegs).

P4. A few metres to the right,
climb the small corner then
move further right to a ledge
(40m, IV, IV+, 1 peg, belay on
2 pegs).

P5. Move onto a ledge under-
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neath a large yellow roof, then follow a crack
until below the roof. Traverse left for 6m and
climb into a niche. Exit this to the left and climb
a crack to reach an uncomfortable belay (25m,
V+, VI+, 7 pegs, belay on 2 pegs).

P6. Continue climbing the crack (V+) for 10m
until a small ledge. Protect yourself from above
on 2 pegs then descend right to a narrow ledge.
This leads rightwards to the middle of the cor-
ner (30m, V+, IV-, 5 pegs, belay on 2 pegs).

P7. Climb the corner on excellent grey rock,
passing a roof on the left to reach a red over-
hang (35m, V+, A1, 6 pegs, belay on 2 pegs).
P8. To the left follow a crack on delicate rock to
reach a yellow/black overhang (20m, VI A1, 9
pegs, peg and thread belay).

P9. Traverse right over a slab, then climb an
aréte for a few metres to then move back left
reaching a grassy ledge underneath another
large overhang. Now climb a black crack, over-
coming a loose overhanging bottleneck by
moving to the left into an easier corner which
leads back right to reach a ledge (40m, IV, V).
P10. Scramble over broken rock to reach the
summit ridge and Cima Sud (I 1I1).

DESCENT

From Cima Sud, follow a small ridge to Cima
Centrale. Follow the narrow but easy ridge
northwards. Leave Cima Nord on the right and
descend (snow possible) until the Bocchetta
di Pratofiorito, leaving you on the shoulders of
Cima Nord and Torre Lenzi. Go west around the
Cima Susat, descending the Vedretta di Prato-
fiorito for 100m. Contour over rocky ground
around the base of the rocks until reaching the
path which leads from Rifugio XII Apostoli up
to the Bocchetta dei Due Denti. From here, de-
scend the steep via ferrata Castiglioni until the
scree at the base of the face. From here con-
tinue to reach Rifugio Agostini (1.30 - 2h).

MASE-MAROLDA VARIANT

Grade V+, A2

In September 1958 Toni Masé and Alberto
Marolda opened a direct start variation to the
Aste-Susatti corner. This begins ten or so metres
right of the ramp of the Aste route, and just left
of a yellow-grey pillar leaning against the base
ledge. Climb to the top of this then continue up
a crack to arrive below some large overhangs.
Contour around these to the left rejoining the
Aste route at the fifth belay. Rather than travers-
ing left, continue direct overcoming an over-
hang to reach the start of the corner.
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Which one is stupid, man or rock?

30 years have gone by since a summer’s evening when | found myself below the Cima di
Pratofiorito and looked on its beautiful east corner and the Aste-Susatti route with admiration.
As a German tourist, | knew nothing about the climbs but despite this, the corner attracted me
a great deal, and | couldn’t help but go and have a look that very evening.

Right at the start | found some gear, a hexcentric 7 with a sling. “What modern gear!” | thought
and put it in my pocket. | hadn’t brought anything with me, no rope, no carabiners, because |
was used to climbing classic routes with no protection. And this corner certainly gave the im-
pression of a classic route, more than classic! | continued towards the top, after a traverse left
following excellent corners, and just as | saw that the summit was already close, almost within
reach, a smooth crack barred the last few metres before the easy top section. | tried jamming
my hand in the crack numerous limes, but just where it might have been possible, there was
a broken chock in the way, beyond use. My boots were too wide to find a good placement in
the crack.

So there | was, a long way from the ground and this stupid crack was ruining the entire adven-
ture. Go back? No, it was too late. | mulled the situation over. Maybe it wasn't a stupid crack,
| began to think, and this was already my philosophy, that only a human being is able to be
stupid. It is very easy to project our own failings on innocent rock formations. So the crack was
stupid, because it was in the way. | wanted to take the chock out, to jam my hand in. But |
couldn’t, it was wedged fast. In my desperation | stuck my hand in my pocket and drew out
the retrieved hex. It fitted like a glove! With a good tug on its sling | was instantly beyond this
“stupid section”.

During the descent, which ill advisedly | had taken immediately on the right, | reached another
obstacle, but with a long traverse out of the steep ravine | arrived back on the scree. What a
stupid descent, | thought, with no cairns, so easy to go wrong! That there was a good and safe
descent | discovered only years later. And that modern hex, my salvation, accompanied me on
my future adventures for decades to come.

Heinz Grill
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o Lo oty - CIMA DI PRATOFIORITO 2908 m

Joshua

EAST FACE

FIRST ASCENT:
Giuliano Stenghel,
Mariano Rizzi,
Marco Cavalieri
(13" August 1993)

FIRST REPEAT:
Fabrizio Miori, Walter
Maino (16" July 1995)

LENGTH: 450m
GRADE: VI VI+ A3
STYLE: Trad

GEAR: Nuts, cams and
pegs
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